
Gorski Consulting Website 

 
Archived News - 2015 - July 

July 29, 2015 

Speed & Poor Road Conditions Likely Factors In Single Vehicle 

Fatal Collision on Ebenezer Road in South-West Oxford County 

A westbound vehicle that crested a hill on Ebenezer Road and crashed was likely 

travelling at excessive speed when its driver encountered poor road conditions. The 

collision reportedly occurred at approximately 0530 hours on Tuesday, July 28, 2015. 

The photo below shows a view looking west along Ebenezer Road as the driver would 

have experienced it in the darkness of the early morning. 

 

Westbound view along Ebenezer Road from several hundred metres east of the hillcrest 
where the subject driver encountered problems which ultimately led to the fatal 

collision. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/235.jpg


Travelling a very high speed it would provide the driver very little opportunity to 

observe that the right edge of the road was deteriorated near the crest of the hill. This 

would be made worse by the darkness and that the headlights of the vehicle would not 

be pointing down on the pavement due to the curvature of the hill. 

 

Upon reaching the hillcrest it would have been difficult to detect the deteriorated right 
road edge considering the darkness and the projection of the headlights due to the 

curvature of the hill. 

It is often not possible to determine precisely where an initial loss-of-control event 

commenced because in a very large number of such incidents no physical evidence is 

produced on the site. The evidence that is seen by investigators is often after the vehicle 

has encountered further problems that may occur several seconds downstream from the 

precipitating factors. 

Thus, in the present case, there was further deterioration of the right side of the 

pavement once the vehicle crested the hill as evidenced in the photo below. It is at this 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2261.jpg


point that the first tire marks became visible indicating that the vehicle’s right tires had 

travelled onto the grass next to that pavement. The westward view in the photo below 

shows the general conditions just past the hillcrest. 

 

Just past the crest of the hill the first evidence of the vehicle’s path was in the form of 
tire marks that entered the right road at a point where further deterioration of the right 

road portion of the road existed. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2231.jpg


Further evidence of the deterioration of the right road edge is visible in the photo below. 

At the shadow closest to the camera the deteriorated road edge causes the usable road 

surface to narrow. For a vehicle that may be travelling relatively straight but too close to 

the right road edge, the right tires can travel off the road edge at this area of narrowing. 

 

Evidence of the deteriorated right edge of the road is present within the closest shadow 
shown in this westward view. Note how the right road edge protrudes into the road 

making the usable portion narrower. 

 

The photo below shows the area of deteriorated pavement from the opposite (eastward) 

direction so that the vehicle was approaching the camera and the hillcrest is in the 

background. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2281.jpg


 

Viewed from the opposite (eastward) direction, the area of the pavement deterioration 
can be seen with respect the hillcrest in the background. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2169.jpg


It was evident that the collision-involved vehicle passed over the broken pavement since 

the angle of its tire mark lined up with that region but also because there was evidence 

of fresh breakage of the pavement such as shown in the two photos below. 

 

Confirmation that the collision-involved vehicle passed over this area of broken 
pavement is in the form of fresh breakage of the asphalt edge such as shown in this 

photo. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2290.jpg


 

The darkness in the fracture of this pavement indicates that the fracture was very recent. 
This is the type of evidence that was found in a number of locations of the deteriorated 

pavement that lined up with the tire mark produced by the vehicle as its right wheels left 
the north road edge. 

 

As we progress further westward, the photo below shows the area where the right side 

tires of the vehicle travelled off the pavement and onto the adjacent grass. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2292.jpg


 

Although, admittedly, it is difficult to detect in this westward view, tire marks from the 
right side tires of the vehicle can be detected in the grass adjacent to the pavement. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2171.jpg


 

This westward view shows a clearer view of the tire marks on the grass next to the 
westbound lane. The presence of these marks indicates that the vehicle has already 

entered into a counter-clockwise (yaw) rotation. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2173.jpg


 

Further westward the vehicle continued its counter-clockwise rotation as it returned to 
the roadway as evidenced by the black, yaw, tire marks in the background. 

The location where the tire marks cross over each other is where the vehicle would be 

travelling approximately sideways, leading with its right side. The driver likely applied 

his brakes once the vehicle re-entered the paved road as evidenced by the change in 

angle of the striations within the yaw marks, as shown in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2154.jpg


 

A change in the angle of the striations within the tire marks as shown in this eastward 
view, indicates that the driver applied his brakes once the vehicle entered back onto the 

pavement. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2141.jpg


 

Subsequently the vehicle slid off the south side of the road and into the grass-covered 
ditch where it struck the raised earth of a driveway causing it to be launched in the air. 

 

This westward view shows the raised driveway where the striking vehicle became 
launched in the air. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2133.jpg
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As a result of being launched in the air the vehicle struck the tree shown in this view. 
The damaged area on the tree commenced at a height of 1.6 metres. 

After striking the tree shown in the above photo the vehicle tumbled across the 

intersecting road (Duffy Line) in the background, contacted the base of another tree on 

the other side of the road and then came to rest. 

The inconvenient truth is that interpretation of cause-and-effect and liability is often 

blurred by who we represent, and the reason for our investigation. Few are immune to 

that influence. While high speed would obviously be a causal factor in this case, poor 

roadway conditions are often set aside as an influence since it is argued that a collision 

would not have occurred if that high speed was not involved. Other factors, such as 

driver condition or the mechanical condition of a vehicle, might also exist that cannot be 

identified from just examining the site. While the public obtains some surface 

information about these events from typical news reports, it is important to look a little 

deeper to understand the complexity that truly exists as a focus on one factor is not 

always the solution. 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2104.jpg


July 27, 2015 

Maximum Accelerations in Reverse and Forward Gear to Simulate 

Unintended Acceleration Scenario 

A tragic collision occurred on July 25, 2014 wherein a 2004 Chevrolet Monte Carlo 

accelerated rearward from a parked location at the London, Ontario Costco retail outlet 

and crashed through the front doors of the building. Two children were killed by this 

sudden action. The driver claimed that her foot became stuck and a trial took place in 

June of 2015 resulting in her conviction of dangerous driving. Portions of the trial 

proceedings were released to the public including data from the vehicle’s event data 

recorder (“Black Box”). As a result of these events Gorski Consulting conducted 

maximum accelerations in rearward and forward gears examine what takes place over 

the short time and distance of such events. An article has been uploaded to the Articles 

page of this website that discusses the details of these tests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 16, 2015 

New Revelation Suggests Tire Tread Left By Police On Roadside 

Was Related To Jeffery & Michelle Day Fatal Collision 

A London CTV News website article suggests that a piece of tire tread found on the 

roadside by Gorski Consulting was likely related to the collision that resulted in the 

death of Michelle Day on June 19, 2014 on Napperton Drive, west of Strathroy, Ontario. 

 

This tire tread found on the north roadside of Napperton Drive just west of the location 
where the Day vehicle struck a utility pole appears to have been discarded by police 

instead of being collected as potential relevant evidence. 

Jeffery Day’s attorney, Ron Ellis, was quoted in the CTV article as saying “tire treads 

from the rear passenger tire were about 200 metres (back) from the point of impact 

between the car and the telephone pole”. This reported location would place it close to 

the tire tread that was found by Gorski Consulting during our examination of the site on 

the day after the collision. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/221.jpg


 

View, looking east, along the north roadside of Napperton Drive showing the tire tread 
that was found on June 20, 2014, after the police had completed their investigation. 

Initially we had suspicions that this tire tread might not be related to the collision 

because we could not conceive that police would discard such important evidence and, 

at the time, we were unaware that news media would eventually report that there had 

been a tire failure on the vehicle. 

The new information, provided over a year after the event, sheds new light on the bazaar 

actions of investigating police. If this had been a murder scene, and there could not be 

absolute certainty at the time that there was some form criminal intent, evidence such as 

the tire tread would be snapped up immediately as this would obviously be relevant 

evidence. Yet, from all accounts, it would appear that this important evidence was never 

secured but left on the roadside after the police investigation at the site was completed. 

News released to the public was misleading in its attribution of the crash to the “blown 

tire” while ignoring the obvious relationship between such a tire failure and the poor 

road conditions. On the one hand, a tire failure could be caused by the vehicle’s travel 

over the poor road surface. 

Secondly, previous research (“Vehicle Response Comparison to Tire Tread Separations 

Induced by Circumferentially Cut and Distressed Tires”, SAE #2007-01-0733, Donald F. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/213.jpg


Fandy, et. al.) has indicated that “…the forces created in the tire tread separation tests 

performed did not force the vehicle out of the drivers’ control”. Although such 

conclusions need to be treated with caution, it emphasizes the fact that, when a tread 

separation occurs on a poor road surface then this combination is more likely to result 

in the vehicle’s loss of control. Failure to acknowledge and inform that the presence of 

the poor road conditions were therefore a likely factor in the fatal loss-of-control 

collision is a significant misrepresentation of the facts. 

July 14, 2015 

Extent of Police and News Media Mis-Information About Jeffery 

Day’s Fatal Collision Becoming Apparent 

 

For unexplained reasons the Crown and police are taking unusual measures not to 
discuss the fact that the poor surface condition of Napperton Drive could have caused 

the fatal collision of Jeffery Day on June 19, 2014. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/IMG_0837.jpg


On June 19, 2014 Jeffery Day was the driver of an eastbound 2000 Lincoln that struck a 

utility pole on Napperton Road, west of Strathroy, Ontario resulting the death of his 

sister, Michelle. Jeffery Day sustained injuries that left him with quadriplegia. Our 

examinations and testing at the collision site demonstrated that the poor condition of 

the road surface was likely a factor in the loss of control of his vehicle. Subsequently it 

was reported that the Lincoln had also experienced a tire failure shortly before the 

crash. No mention was made in the news media about the condition of the road nor was 

there any mention about the cause of the crash. 

Finally, on April 10, 2014, the news media announced that Jeffery Day had be charged 

with criminal negligence causing death, impaired driving causing death, having a blood-

alcohol level over 80mgs and possession of marijuana. Again, however, nothing was 

mentioned about the poor road surface conditions. While we accepted that the alcohol 

in his system would have been a factor in the crash, there was no mention of the actual 

level of alcohol in his system or whether there was any marijuana in his system. 

Furthermore, the lack of reporting of the poor road conditions was an obvious concern 

as any independent investigator should have been capable of recognizing this as a likely 

factor. 

In the intervening time Gorski Consulting uploaded an article on the Articles page of our 

website discussing the results of our testing with respect to this case (“A Fatal Pole 

Impact on Napperton Drive – Was the Road Condition A Causal Factor?”, April 16, 

2015). 

Time passed again when suddenly, on July 13, 2015, all charges against Jeffery Day were 

dropped, again, without sufficient explanation. The story made the front page of the 

London Free Press wherein the Crown Prosecutor, Mary Potter, stated that “…it appears 

that perhaps a blown tire and not impairment could have been the cause of the car 

leaving the road”. The article also indicated that: 

“Potter said the Crown’s office reviewed the evidence with a toxicologist at the Centre 

for Forensic Sciences who determined, based on the timing of any alcohol consumption 

and driving, ‘there is no way he would have had over 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 

milliliters of blood. 



It’s possible there might have been zero milligrams at the time of driving, Potter told 

Justice Jeanine LeRoy” 

However the obvious question remained unanswered. If a toxicologist indicated that the 

driver would likely not have been impaired by alcohol, on what basis was the original 

charge of “having a blood alcohol level over 80 mgs” laid? Did police originally consult a 

toxicologist before they laid the charge? Was it based simply by accepting a reading from 

a roadside breath test? Or was it that someone just flipped a coin? Surely some form of 

explanation is in order as this has caused enormous damage to Jeffery Day’s reputation 

at a time when he has sustained a devastating injury while losing his sister. 

Next, the official explanation for the cause of the collision is that it was a blown tire. As 

described in the LFP article: 

“Potter said there was evidence that a tire had blown on the car just before the crash. 

Though the crash reconstructionist’s report isn’t finished, Potter said she had 

information available that the officer couldn’t form an opinion on exactly why the car 

left the road.” 

This comment is made in the middle of July, 2015 or 13 months after the collision and 

the reconstructionist’s report still has not been completed. Why should it take 13 

months to determine whether or not the blown tire was a cause for the collision? Will 

the reconstructionist’s report every see the light of the public’s day? 



 

Was this tire tread part of the damaged tire that led to the loss-of-control? If not, what 
does that say about other vehicles that might have sustained tire damage while passing 

through is portion of poor road surface? 

Yet, an obvious factor that should have stood out in the eyes of any independent 

investigator is that the road surface was in very poor condition. The right portion of the 

eastbound lane of Napperton Drive was sagged intermittently. Anyone who took the 

time to study how that road condition would affect the control of a 14-year-old vehicle 

with a soft-suspension such as the 2000 Lincoln, would recognize that this 

unpredictable force would cause unpredictable motions of the vehicle and would likely 

lead to its loss-of-control, or also, possibly, a failure of a tire, as was reportedly the case. 

This is what was reported in the Gorski Consulting article uploaded on April 16th, 2015. 

It would seem that police and the Crown are taking exceptional measures to prevent 

acknowledging the obvious and it leads us to question why. If the police and Crown are 

truly conducting an unbiased assessment of this case they need to explain why the 

obvious factor, the poor road condition, failed to be mentioned in any form in their 

public discussions. Otherwise, public opinion, such as expressed on this publicly-

available website will needlessly erode the reputation of both institutions. 

 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/213.jpg


July 12, 2015 

Distracted Riders! 

 

A distracted rider – the sibling of the distracted driver and distracted pedestrian. All 
distraction is important to our safety. 

Distraction is not a newly-invented state that entered our existence with the modern 

Smartphone. Distraction has always existed but has been difficult to detect until there 

was a piece of hardware that became easily identifiable. Never-the-less the use of small 

phones and similar devices while we are in transport has increased exponentially. It is a 

discussion that needs to be had – not just with distracted driving but with distracted 

motion. Even standing at a busy intersection and using headphones can be a dangerous 

state that needs to be understood. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/IMG_7668.jpg


Strategic Positioning Behind A Disabled Vehicle On High Speed Highways – 

Know Your Safety Options 

 

Where you stand on the roadside at your disabled vehicle while waiting for a tow could 
be a matter of your life and death. 

As shown in the above photo, a wide shoulder such as this one located on the 

northbound side of Highbury Avenue south of Commissioners Road in London, Ontario, 

can be a helpful safety factor in protecting impacts with disabled vehicles. However that 

is not the only matter of importance. A disabled vehicle can be used as a barrier to 

protect the occupants of a disabled vehicle who now have to wait for a tow truck. 

Staying inside a disabled vehicle has some advantages depending on the specific 

scenario and environmental conditions. In wintertime when low temperatures and wind 

could be dangerous in themselves, staying inside a disabled vehicle may be the only 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/212.jpg


choice, particularly if no other shelter is available. However, the possibility of a disabled 

vehicle being struck in low visibility is increased and in many instances on a high-speed 

freeway the impacting vehicle may be a much larger one than the disabled vehicle. So we 

recommend, unless there are no other options for seeking shelter, staying inside the 

disabled vehicle should be avoided. 

The remaining option is to consider where the occupants, who are now pedestrians, 

should position themselves while waiting for a tow truck or emergency personnel. As 

shown in the above photo, staying to the right side of the disabled vehicle and away from 

the trafficway is important however that will not fully protect you. A vehicle travelling at 

over 100 km/h may go out of control, losing a small amount of speed in the process, but 

eventually it may exit the right side of the road and strike the disabled vehicle. Standing 

anywhere near that disabled vehicle would be extremely hazardous. 

Consider the situation where the striking and disabled vehicles are of the same mass (i.e. 

same “weight”). An impact at 80 km/h will result in some crush to both vehicles but 

there will still be a large amount of kinetic energy remaining that will be transferred to 

the struck vehicle depending on the 0ffset between the striking surfaces. Invariably 

there will be some rotation and curved travel paths of both vehicles during post-impact 

deceleration to rest. Standing anywhere near a struck disabled vehicle will mean that the 

pedestrian will likely be struck by one of the vehicles while each still has a substantial 

velocity that has not had a chance to be reduced by post-impact travel. So the safe 

solution is to stand well away from the disabled vehicle so that when it is struck, there 

will be a substantial distance of post-impact travel when the vehicles are able to slow 

down before reaching the pedestrian’s location. 

We would recommend a standing location in the range of 50 metres past the stopped 

position of the disabled vehicle. A person standing at this 50 metre location will 

undoubtedly say that this is far too much distance and that there would be a jeopardy of 

an approaching, loss-of-control vehicle to pass by the disabled vehicle and strike the 

pedestrian. That notion is simply false. Vehicles are often travelling at 30 metres per 

second on such highways while rarely is the departure angle in the early stage of loss-of-

control greater than 20 degrees. As the loss-of-control progresses over time and 

distance that egress angle could increase but the travel speed would also decrease, 

providing the pedestrian more time to consider options of escape. The bottom line is 



that a distance of 50 metres will screen the pedestrian from most loss-of-control events 

while also protecting the pedestrian if an impact should occur with the disabled vehicle. 

If the striking vehicle is a large truck however then all bets are off. There is little that a 

typical disabled passenger car or light truck will do to slow down a large transport truck 

that may have a mass of 80,000 pounds when fully loaded. In such cases where a large 

truck is involved the pedestrian must take immediate action to run perpendicular to the 

truck’s path of travel, preferably toward the roadside. The large mass of the truck means 

that its travel path will not be changed to a large degree and therefore the best option of 

escape is to move away from that travel path. 

This option will not always result in success. The struck disabled vehicle could have the 

potential of being deflected at a substantial angle and could contact the running 

pedestrian. However, the larger post-impact travel distance and smaller mass of the 

disabled vehicle would increase the chances of survival, or even sustaining only minor 

injury. 

If running away from the travel path of a large transport truck is not an option the 

pedestrian should choose to fall into the lowest part of the roadside, which is often in the 

centre of a grassy median, in the hope that the truck will pass over the pedestrian’s 

body. This option may appear to be fatalist, however study of gouges produced in the 

median by large trucks demonstrate that a number of safer spots can exist where, even 

the passage of the truck’s wheels may be lifted in the dynamic motion of travel, such that 

the truck wheel can pass over the lying pedestrian without fatal or major injury. 

In summary, standing near a disabled vehicle on the side of a major, high-speed freeway 

can be dangerous. Understanding where is the safest location to stand with respect to 

moving traffic and the disabled vehicle can mean the difference between life and death. 

July 11, 2015 

Fleeing Police Results In Critical Injuries In Low-Speed, Rollover 

Crash on Sexton Road 

An unidentified driver reportedly sustained critical injuries while attempting to flee 

from police at approximately 1630 hours on Thursday, July 9, 2015. The driver was 



likely travelling westbound on Mullifarry Drive, in Middlesex County, which becomes 

Zion Road in Lambton County at the intersection with Sexton Road. When approaching 

Sexton Road the intersection is not visible as indicated by the westbound view shown 

below. 

 

Westward view along Zion Road where the intersection of Sexton Road is not visible just 
beyond the parked vehicles. The fleeing vehicle attempted the right turn at the 

intersection. 

The fleeing driver attempted to make a right turn onto Sexton Road to travel 

northbound but likely failed to make the turn due to the vehicle’s higher speed along 

with the downgrade in Sexton and the change of the paved road surface into a less-

stable gravel. The northward view shown in the photo below shows the location, in the 

background, where the vehicle rolled over. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/238.jpg


 

View looking north along Sexton Road, showing Mullifarry Drive (Zion Road) on the 
right. The fleeing driver attempted to make the right turn however the vehicle rolled 

over at the parked location of the black vehicle in the background of this view. 

Tire marks caused by the fleeing vehicle are visible on Sexton Road at the point where 

the pavement turns into gravel at a location about 28 metres north of the intersection 

with Zion Road, as noted in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/266.jpg


 

View looking north along Sexton Road near the point where the pavement turns into 
gravel. Tire marks can be seen at this junction where the vehicle was likely in a 

clockwise, loss-of-control rotation. 

As the vehicle entered into a clockwise rotation it travelled off the east side of Sexton 

Road and into a farm field at a location about 46 metres north of the intersection. 

 

View, looking north along Sexton Road, at the location where the fleeing vehicle left the 
road and travelled into the field. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/287.jpg
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Upon entering the field the vehicle was still on its wheels for approximately 40 metres 

before making its first, rollover, contact in the earth. The vehicle then came to rest after 

rolling for a distance of less than 15 metres. 

 

View showing tire marks in the crop where the vehicle was likely sliding sideways, 
leading with its driver’s side, before commencing a short-distance rollover. 

 

View looking north-east along the tire marks produced by the vehicle just before it rolled 
over. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2117.jpg
http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2124.jpg


 

View looking back from the commencement of the rollover in the foreground toward the 
intersection where the right turn was made in the background. 

 

View from the final rest position of the vehicle looking back toward the intersection 
where the driver had attempted the right turn. 
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The rollover distance would suggest that the vehicle was travelling in the neighbourhood 

of 44 km/h when it began to rollover. This is a rather low speed and it would be difficult 

to sustain any significant injury in this type of event so long as the occupant stayed 

within the protective cage of the vehicle interior. Even when there is partial ejection and 

the vehicle happens to roll onto the occupant like is often the case, the existence of the 

relatively soft surface of the field would improve the ejected occupant’s chance of 

survival. Thus it becomes questionable how this driver sustained the high severity of 

injury that was reported. 

The Ontario Special Investigations Unit (SIU) has reportedly been called into the 

investigation as it must determine if this unidentified driver sustained his injuries due to 

an inappropriate action by police. No other details have been released to the public. 

July 8, 2015 

Another Dog Gone Distracted Driver 

 

If you’re going to let your dog drive, at least tell him to pay attention! 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/211.jpg


July 4, 2015 

Pontiac Upside Down in Creek Leads to Passenger Fatality But No 

Information Provided 

The fact that a passenger may have drowned as a result of a vehicle coming to rest 

upside down in a creek is an important issue that is often kept from the public’s 

attention. The latest occurrence appears to have been on Friday, July 3, 2015 at 

approximately 1600 hours, on Side Road 30, near Ripley, Ontario. 

In a matter-of-fact manner, the news media reported on a news release that South Bruce 

OPP received a report of a collision on Side Road 30 and when they arrived they found 

that a Pontiac G6 was lying upside down in a creek. The news release indicated that 

there were three persons in the vehicle and a 53-year-old, female, rear seat passenger 

was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Side Road 30 runs along a considerable distance parallel to the main highway in the 

area, Highway 21. But there was no mention of the specific location along the Side Road 

where the incident occurred. 

The obvious concern in these types of incidents is whether a barrier was present at the 

creek to prevent the vehicle’s entrance into the water and secondly whether the 

occupant was trapped and was unable to exit the water either due to the wearing of a 

seat belt or the jamming of the vehicle’s doors. 

These are important facts that need to be made public. However the public is rarely 

informed that the many advanced safety features existing in modern vehicles will not 

protect them in situations like these. Thus it is vitally important for the public to be 

informed in order that they can determine whether changes need to be made in the 

areas of roadside safety and vehicle entrapment. The failure of police and news media in 

properly informing the public of these important issues is inexcusable as it may result in 

future tragedies that might otherwise be avoided. 

 



Lack of Information In Death of Leonard Darryl Westgate on Napperton 

Drive Collision 

The public continues to be held in the dark over basic information regarding 

the deaths of its citizens. It was reported by news media that shortly before 

1400 hours on Thursday, July 2, 2015 a westbound Mazda left Napperton 

Drive, west of Strathroy, Ontario, left the roadway and collided with a 

pedestrian. The Mazda then struck a tree and came to rest on the south side of 

the road. It was obvious that everyone, including news media were prevented 

from observing the site as police had blocked the road at distant intersections. 

A long distance telephoto taken by news media looking west showed a distant 

vehicle on its side but no other details. 

The only information of any relevance was that a pedestrian was struck and 

killed while located on private property. Such a description should at least be 

accompanied by a basic explanation since vehicles on roadways very rarely 

collide with persons on private property simply because of the normally wide 

width of a typical, public, right- of-way. The argument that some basic photos 

of the area would interfere with a police investigation is weak at best. 

Later, it was reported that the driver of the Mazda, Mason Neufeld, 34, of Strathroy-

Caradoc was charged with impaired driving causing death, exceeding the legal blood 

alcohol level while causing death, and driving with readily available liquor. 



 

View, looking west on Napperton Drive on the evening of July 2, 2015, shortly after the 
police completed their investigation. The westbound Mazda left the roadway in the 

foreground. 

These few facts may be true, but the purpose of a properly-functioning 

democratic society is that the people have a right to be informed rather being 

told what they should believe. Regardless of the influence of alcohol, why did 

this vehicle leave the road and enter private property? It is a simple question 

that should not be a matter of national security. 

July 2, 2015 

Angela Strike Sustains Severe Burns In Crash – How Differently Would It 

Be Reported If the Vehicle Was A Ford Pinto? 

Lemmings have the tendency to follow each other over the cliff, so how much 

different are humans in stopping for an evaluation before rushing ahead? We 

wonder. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/277.jpg


This comment is made because of the reporting of a tragic collision in Manitoba on June 

26, 2015 whereby a young mother sustained severe burns after her vehicle was rear-

ended by a truck and caught fire. Although our reference is to a CBC News article about 

the event, this could apply to any news agency as similar reporting exists. The focus for 

the consequences was on the striking truck with absolutely no comment of the 

reasonableness of expecting a fire to take place after a rear end collision. The fact may be 

that, if there was no fire, Mrs. Strike might have sustained nowhere near the 

consequences that she did. From all reports it was the subsequent fire that was the 

difference. 

North American safety standards include testing that involves rear-ending a new 

vehicle, inverting it, and noting whether a fire is commenced. Thus we understand that 

the commencement of a fire is a real safety concern and there are requirements to make 

sure that does not happen. Similarly defect investigations have been commenced when 

fires occur such as in the historic case of the Ford Pinto, or in the police cruiser rear-end 

fires of the Ford Crown Victorias. Much publicity occurred whenever one of these 

vehicles caught fire because of the tragic results. Yet now-a-days, when a fire occurs in a 

vehicle there is absolute silence on the issue. 

Why did Angela Strikes vehicle catch fire? Why is that question not being pursued? So 

far as anyone knows this could be a vehicle that has a safety defect. We simply do not 

know until the issue is investigated. The matter should not be left to collect dust as 

another sad, unavoidable event. Unlike lemmings we should have the capacity to stop 

and evaluate things before we follow everyone else over the cliff edge. 
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